AN OUTLINE	21
with a view to promoting Byzantine influence. In the south
successive campaigns cleared the way from Cappadocian
Caesarea—the starting-point for all Byzantine operations—
to the Cilician plain, recovery of which was a necessary
prelude to the advance on Syria. At the same time Byzantine
garrisons were posted in the Taurus defiles, and a foothold
was secured on the upper Euphrates. These advantages
were held under Basil's successor, Leo VI (886-912), more
through the weakness of his enemies than for any other
cause, since the Empire was preoccupied elsewhere. Muslim
corsairs from Crete were terrorizing the Aegean, and in 904
Salonica, the second city of the Empire, which had survived
so many assaults by land and sea, was captured and barbar-
ously sacked, while a large Byzantine naval expedition
against Crete in 910 ended disastrously for the assailants.
Even more dangerous was the rise of Bulgaria, under her
greatest ruler, Simeon (893-927), whose ambition it was to
wrest the sovereignty of the Balkans from East Rome. Until
his death no security was possible for the Empire.
Meanwhile internal recovery from the troubled period of
Iconoclasm continued. The reigns of Basil I and Leo VI are
the last of the creative ages of Roman legislation. In the
great collection known as the Basilica the legal heritage of the
past was selected and arranged to suit the requirements of
the new times, and it is significant that one of its main
characteristics was a return to the laws of Justinian, and an
abrogation of the revolutionary principles introduced by the
Iconoclast rulers. The absolutism of the imperial supremacy
over both Church and State is the underlying conception,
and the governing ideals of the Macedonian house are further
displayed in the laws protecting the peasant class against
the depredations of the rich landowners. Tradition—the
aesthetic legacy of Hellas, its delight in form and colour, its
many-sided knowledge—is also apparent in the revival of art
and letters at this time. Its effect is seen in the churches and
palaces, with their exquisite proportions and balanced schemes
of decoration, and in the classical studies of the University,
where its scholars were dominated by the encyclopaedic
Photius, the most remarkable figure in the long story of
Byzantine learning.

